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2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) |EI Claim(s) 1,3,4.8-10,12-16,18-21 and 24-28 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment and arguments of January 1 5, 201 0 have been entered. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. Claims 27 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Freedman. 

Freedman shows an apparatus for dispersing a fire suppression agent, the apparatus 
comprising: a housing 16 defining a cavity, the cavity having an opening; a cover 26 
sealing the opening; a fire suppression agent 54 disposed with the cavity; a flexible 
sheet 52 disposed with the cavity, the sheet configured to disperse the fire suppression 
material upon opening of the cover with the opening downwardly oriented; a latch 36 
having a first position for maintaining the cover in a position to close the opening and a 
second position for opening the cover to disperse the fire suppression agent; a 
thermally activated trigger 40 as recited in claim 13. When the sheet is rolled up, it 
forms a tube having a pocket which holds the fire suppression agent 54 (Fig. 3). 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. Claims 1, 3, 4, 8-10, 12-16, 18-21, and 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Freedman in view of Jones et al. 

Freedman discloses an apparatus for dispersing a fire suppression agent, the apparatus 
comprising: a housing 16 defining a cavity, the cavity having an opening; a cover 26 
sealing the opening; a fire suppression agent disposed with the cavity; a flexible sheet 
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52 disposed with the cavity, the sheet configured to disperse the fire suppression 
material upon opening of the cover with the opening downwardly oriented; a latch 36 
having a first position for maintaining the cover in a position to close the opening and a 
second position for opening the cover to disperse the fire suppression agent; a 
thermally activated trigger 40 as recited in claim 13. Regarding claim 15, any stove has 
a switch for signaling a device to remove an energy source from the stove (i.e. an off 
switch). The device carries out the method of claim 16 since it comprises the structural 
limitations and functionality of the instant claim. Jones et al. teach a fire suppression 
apparatus comprising a flexible sheet that is folded into multiple layers. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have modified the device of Freedman by folding the sheet to form multiple layers 
instead of having the sheet rolled as taught by Jones et al. since the device will still 
carry out its intended function dispersing fire suppression agent regardless of whether 
the sheet is rolled up or folded. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments have been considered. The office action of October 16, 
2009 stated that having the sheet to be folded into multiple layers would have been a 
matter of design choice. Applicant's argument that the sheet being folded into multiple 
layers would not have been a simple matter of design choice has been fully considered. 
Jones et al. now provides a teaching of the sheet being folded to form overlapping 
layers. However, as stated above, since the fire suppression agent is a powder, it will 
travel in different directions as the sheet unravels regardless of whether the sheet is 
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rolled up or folded. Since there is no further limitation of any particular fold pattern, a 
teaching of a folded sheet such as that provided by Jones et al. meets the claim 
limitation of the flexible sheet being folded as recited. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Davis Hwu whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4904. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday 8:00-4:30. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Len Tran 
can be reached on (571 )272-1 1 84. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding the 
status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
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from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the 
PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN 
USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Davis Hwu/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3752 



